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What’s new

This year more than 250 students 
will be part of the school’s Waka-
kirri Story-Dance production, a 

program that achieves curriculum out-
comes as students prepare a 3–7 minute 
item to be performed at a professional 
theatre with other schools. The 2019 com-
petition will be the school’s seventh year.

Wakakirri Coordinators, Kate Elmer 
(Junior Programs Manager & Dance/
Health and Human Development Teach-
er) and Jemma Lowther (Dance/Health 
and Physical Education Teacher) said: 
“Student’s love the connections they make 
with other students in different year levels. 
Our Wakakirri team becomes a big family 
through the ongoing rehearsals.

“The older students become role mod-
els through their leadership in choreog-
raphy and backstage production, whilst 
also becoming familiar faces to the junior 

Performing arts participation skyrockets at Hoppers 
Crossing Secondary College

students, which builds our students’ con-
nectedness to the college.

“It’s great to see the students work 
together as a team and grow as individ-
uals. The joy this program brings to our 
students is the reason we come back ev-
ery year. Wakakirri provides leadership 
opportunities for our students, builds stu-
dent confidence and allows students the 
opportunity to celebrate success outside 
of their academics.”

The school tells stories on stage that 
unpack experiences the school communi-
ty faces, from mental health to race and 
privilege. The coordinators said the over-
all theme this year will be about “recog-
nising the impacts rumours and the dig-
ital world can have on individuals and the 
behaviours we would like young people to 
display instead. 

“The Wakakirri program gives stu-
dents from all backgrounds and academic 
levels the opportunity to feel successful 
within the school.”

Teachers and principals are invited to 
enquire about complimentary tickets to a 
Wakakirri show near their location, or to 
join a Backstage Tour to ‘learn the ropes’ 
of a day at Wakakirri. 

Contact info@wakakirri.com or call  
(02) 9669 3777

AutoMarque assesses the quality of your  
questions, the reliability of your assessments  

and measures the impact your teaching, when you  
conduct pre-test/post-test analysis.

This enables schools to improve their NAPLAN  
outcomes as an incidental benefit, averaging a  

ten-point improvement year on year 

To receive a free demonstration copy that can  
be used for up to 90 days without fee, go to  

www.automarque.biz or phone customer service on 
(03) 6234 5175

“You can’t improve what you don’t  
measure”
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Here is the evidence of progress in each strand of 
learning and the ‘impact’ of teaching


